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IT’S ALL ABOUT
KEYWORDS
Keywords are the absolute most crucial tool to help connect Etsy Customers to your Etsy Shop 

and Listings. Without a good understanding of how Etsy Keywords work, your Shop will never 

thrive as well as it could.

If I had to summarize and explain the main thing you need to know about Etsy Keywords, it 

would be to make sure you use simple, boring, commonly-used words to describe your 

products. And the second most important thing, is to keep changing keywords, never use the 

same keyword too many times, and always try to think of new, simple keywords.

As long as you use simple, boring keywords on Etsy, you’re going to get found. But under-

standing Etsy Keywords is only a small part of having a successful Etsy Shop. In fact, I would 

say it is roughly about 20% of what you need to know about Etsy. So make sure to only 

allocate about 20% of your time and effort towards Keywords, and do not neglect having 

great Etsy Products, Providing Great Customer Service, and Optimizing your Etsy Shop.
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TREASURIES ARE A 
WASTE OF TIME
One of the easiest things to get sucked into on Etsy are Treasury Games. Thousands of Etsy 

Shops are constantly creating treasuries, hoping that if they just make one thousand of them, 

then maybe their Etsy shop will get lots of sales one day.

Our Etsy Shop gets featured in at least 10 treasuries per day. Most of them are from other 

Etsy Shop owners thinking that they will get more attention through Treasuries. The good news 

is that these Etsy Shop Owners are not your competitors, because they are wasting their time 

on something that leads to no sales whatsoever.

Out of 1,300,000 views we've ever had on our Etsy Shop, only 4,443 views have come from 

Treasuries. That is 0.3% of all Traffic we have ever gotten. Do not spend any time thinking 

about, looking at, or creating Treasuries. They simply do not lead to sales.
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YOU NEED AT LEAST
48 PRODUCTS
In Etsy, it’s all about Keywords, Product Design, and tracking your Stats to see which performs 

best. In order to get enough data to really see what’s going on with your Etsy Shop, you should 

start out with about 48 Products.

But beyond that, don’t grow too fast. You want enough time to move along to see if people even 

like your products.  Then, based on what people are actually clicking on through Etsy Keyword 

searches, you can continue to refine and improve your existing Etsy Items.

If you are just getting started on your Etsy Shop:

• Spend the next 30 days to make about 24 products, if possible. 

• Make sure each item uses totally simple keywords, but totally unique words for each listing.

• Don’t worry about everything being perfect - take it day by day.

• Practice writing very simple and clear product descriptions for each item.

READY FOR MORE?
Check out our e-book Etsy Essentials, with 80 pages of pure 
information on how to drive more sales to your Etsy Shop.

GET ETSY ESSENTIALS NOW

http://www.justinpagewood.com/etsy-essentials
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GROW YOUR SHOP 
FOR YEARS TO COME
It is not possible to build a successful Etsy Shop, or a successful business, overnight. It is so 

important to not get burnt out and hate your Etsy Shop. What we've done, that I think has 

made our Etsy Shop successful, is we've put in a small amount of time every single day - 

about 1 hour maximum - over the last 3 years.

We do not let our Etsy Shop lose momentum by putting it off for a couple weeks to take a 

break. Like a garden, it requires just a little trimming and a little planting and some overall 

love, preparation, and care every single day. 

You can not imagine what your Etsy Shop will be like 3 years from now. But if you put in the 

effort every single day, you will watch your Shop grow slowly over time, in the right direction, 

step by step. And if you try to spend hours and hours everyday trying to build your Shop in a 

hurry, you're just going to be wasting your time. In fact, you may be moving backwards in the 

wrong direction if you try to grow too fast.
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WRITE SIMPLE, CLEAR 
L ISTING DESCRIPTIONS
Once a customer clicks on your Etsy Listing by finding it 

through a Keyword Search, the next important step in 

the customer’s buying process is to read your Listing 

Description. If Customers are interested in your item’s 

photo, the next step is to read what the Listing really is 

and what they were to actually get if they ordered the 

item. 

So you need ot take this opportunity to keep your listing 

descriptions extremely clean, easy to read, well 

organized, and as short as possible. But make sure it is 

totally accurate.

You will need to continue to test out and improve your 

Listing Descriptions, as your Etsy Item’s description 

accuracy is vital to ensuring your get the sale on Etsy. 

Poor descriptions of your Etsy Items can totally ruin your 

chances of getting a sale. 

READY FOR MORE?
Check out our e-book Etsy Essentials, with 
80 pages of pure information on how to 

drive more sales to your Etsy Shop.

GET ETSY ESSENTIALS NOW

http://www.justinpagewood.com/etsy-essentials
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ALWAYS REVIEW 
YOUR STATISTICS

The only way to accurately analyze and understand your Etsy Shop’s success is through your 

Stats. And Etsy already has some great Stats built into their platform. You must make a habit 

of looking at your Stats on a regular basis, and force yourself to be about hard facts, and not 

base your success off of guesses or feelings.

You need to spend each day looking at key metrics, such as:

• How many views have you gotten each day?

• Which keywords are being used to find your products in Etsy?

• Which Items are selling, if any?

• Based on the most popular items that are being viewed or Sold, can you develop new 

products that are inspired by the ones that are already successful?

Ignore stats related to:

• Favorites - favorites tell you nothing. It’s all about Views & Sales.

• Treasuries & Teams - Again, these never lead to Sales. Focus on your real customers.
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INSPIRE THE 
WORLD WITH 
BEAUTIFUL DESIGN
If you don’t love what you do, then it’s very hard to be successful in the long run. You must 

constantly be learning how to become a better artist, a better designer, and a better business 

person all at the same time.

Etsy is the perfect platform for artistic people. It showcases your handmade work to the entire 

world. The traffic it gets is almost as large as big websites like Amazon, Facebook, Twitter, 

and Instagram, so there is a ton of potential. But the real way to stand out on Etsy is to be an 

artist, and inspire your customers. 

If you don’t love what you do, and you do not love creating, then you will get burnt out on 

Etsy, and it might not be the right business for you to be in. But if you love to create, love to 

analyze, and love to learn, then there is so much potential on Etsy for you. Just never forget to 

be inspiring to others, and to always make beautiful things on Etsy. 



www.justinpagewood.com/etsy-essentials

TAKE YOUR ETSY SHOP FURTHER
Etsy Essentials covers all the major topics you need to know to have a successful 

Etsy Shop and drive more sales, including how to improve your Keywords and opti-

mize your shop, understand your Etsy Stats, and provide better Customer Service.

GET ETSY ESSENTIALS NOW

http://www.justinpagewood.com/etsy-essentials
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